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On April 18, in his annual report to the Security Council, UN Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar proposed creation of a "UN observation mission for El Salvador" (ONUSAL). The
mission, to be comprised of 171 persons at an annual cost of $32 million, would carry out human
rights monitoring and verification activities prior to eventual observation and verification of
compliance with a ceasefire. Perez de Cuellar recommended that the human rights verification
mission begin without waiting on results of negotiations between the Salvadoran government and
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). In the report, the secretary general said
a recent fact-finding mission sent to El Salvador concluded that the desire for the UN to begin
human rights monitor activities was generalized. UN action in this area, he added, would "reduce
the violence affecting the lives" of Salvadorans, and create a climate propitious to a ceasefire.
ONUSAL human rights verification tasks are organized in two phases. In the first a period of 60
to 90 days , the UN mission would "closely follow the human rights situation, and the manner
in which concerned parties handle complaints of violations." In the second phase, the mission
would realize investigations, organize training seminars and deliver detailed recommendations
on maintaining respect for human rights. In addition to headquarters offices in San Salvador,
the secretary general recommended establishing offices in the capital area, San Miguel, San
Vicente, Santa Ana, Chalatenango and Usulutan. Perez de Cuellar emphasized that once ONUSAL
begins operations, the "human rights situation in El Salvador will improve, and...[the mission]
will contribute to peace negotiations." The secretary general also said that once a ceasefire accord
has been established, the UN will be requested to carry out a more extensive role in El Salvador.
Corresponding resources would be allocated so that the ONUSAL "can function effectively as an
integrated whole." The mission is to be created by the Security Council, likely before May 1, and the
budget appropriated by the General Assembly. ONUSAL activities are scheduled to begin before
June 1. [Basic data from EFE, AFP, Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/18/91)
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